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Thanks to the unique thermal perform-
ance ofmasonry, it's possibleto use the
sun's heat to warm buildings at night.
Masonry, because of its mass or
weight, absorbs heat more slowlyand
holdsit longer than any other building
material In passive solarheatingsystems,
masonrywalls and floorscollect and store
the sun's heat during the day. Then,
because of masonry's thermal conduc-
tivity, the stored heat is slowly radiated
back into the interior at night, providing
enough free warmth to substantially
reduce mechanical heating
requirements.
The naturalenergy efficiencyof
masonry materials-brick, concrete
block, stone-is enhanced by the skill
withwhich masonrycraftsmen use them.
Every wall masons build iscarefully
hand-fitted to reduce air infiltration and
heat loss.
What's more, masonry walls and
floorsdesigned to functionas elements of
a passive solarheating system canserve
manypurposes-sstructural.decorative,
enclosure-and they don't occupy extra
living space. Masonry enables building
designers to meet the demand forenergy
efficiency without compromising on
aesthetics.
Masonry-the most beautiful
building material under the sun.Andthe
best passive solar heating system under
the moon. Doesn't your next building
deserve masonry?
If you'd like to know more about
passive solar masonry buildings, write to
the International Masonry Institute,
823 15th Street, Northwest,
Washington, D.C. 20005.
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